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Abstract

The Ottoman Authors, written by Bursali Mehmed Tahir, is a
biographical work consisting of three volumes. From the 14th
century, when the Ottoman Empire was founded, to the 20th
century, the lives and works of a large number of authors are
described in this work. The first volume of the work was pub-
lished in Istanbul in 1915, followed by the first part of the sec-
ond volume in 1920 and the second part of the same volume
in 1922. A year before the work’s author's death, the third
and final volume was published in 1924. The 1691 members
of the biographical author cadre are classified according to a
particular category. The first volume is divided into two sec-
tions, “Magsayih” and “Ulema.” The authors whose biographies
are listed alphabetically in each chapter are observed to be
presented in chronological order. The second volume of the
work is entirely dedicated to poets and writers. Numerous bio-
graphical sources other than the translations and addendums
of Sakayk, particularly tezkires, are evidently widely used. The
third volume includes four chapters: “Miwerrihin-i Osmdniyye”
“Bubba™ “Ripaziyyin™, and “Cografiyyin.” In this volume, the
chapter titled “Geography” does not elaborate on the lives of
the authors, but rather provides a list of geography literature.
The printing of the final volume is an outcome of the author's
determination to see the work through despite the financial

and moral difficulties he encountered.



A number of factors that are normally not considered during
translation were taken into account while rendering of the
work in your hands into Arabic. First of all, the translation of
the poems was not preferred in our opinion. Because translat-
ing a poem is comparable to plucking a lovely flower from its
native soil and attempting to maintain its beauty in another
soil. Moreover, Ottoman poetry is extremely dense, with two
or three layers of meanings. They are texts in which sound/
musicality is as important as the meaning and they are deeply
rooted in a cultural environment. Therefore, this poetry can-
not be voiced in a different language nor can its meaning be
translated; it can only be noted. In the translation, the forms
of proper names used for centuries in the cultural geography
of three continents have been preserved, instead of the popu-

lar usage of some Arabic ones.

After initially releasing the publication of the work we
prepared in Tiirkiye, TUBA is now publishing its Arabic
translation. We are confident that this TUBA initiative will
make a significant contribution to the cultural and scientific
accumulation of the Islamic world and further improve our
nation's strong cultural relations with other Muslim countries.
We believe that recognizing and promoting works written in
Arabic, which was used extensively in Ottoman geography, is

a necessary step for our scientific community.

Thus, this work will contribute to a more accurate representa-
tion of the Ottoman civilization and will introduce the scien-
tists of the Ottoman Empire in countries where Arabic is used

effectively.
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