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Foreword
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TAKDIM

Tiirk tarihinin derin kéklerinden filizlenen biiyiik devlet geleneklerinden
biri olan Timurlu hanedan ve miras, yalnizca tarihi bir hatiradan ibaret olmayip
giinimiizde de Tirk diinyasimin ortak kiltirel hafizasim1 besleyen temel
kaynaklardan biridir. Bu miras, 6zellikle Emir Timur’un siyasi ve askeri dehasiyla
sekillenen ¢ok yonlii bir medeniyet tasavvurunu icermekte; onun kurdugu devlet
yapisl, insa ettigi sehirler, destekledigi ilim ve sanat faaliyetleriyle bugiin dahi
ilham vermeye devam etmektedir.

Tiirkiye Bilimler Akademisi (TUBA) olarak bu gii¢lii tarihi zeminden
hareketle, kadim iligkilere sahip oldugumuz kardes iilke Ozbekistan ile akademik
ve kiiltlirel is birligimizi daha ileriye tasimaylr amaclayan uzun soluklu bir
stratejiyi benimsemekteyiz. Bu eser is birligimizin somut bir iiriini olarak hem
Emir Timur'un ¢ok katmanli mirasini degerlendirmeyi hem de Tirkiye ile
Ozbekistan arasindaki miisterek ve kaynaklara dayal bilimsel tarih yazimini
zenginlestirmeyi hedeflemektedir.

Kitapta yer alan makaleler, Timur ve sonrasi donemin siyasi, askeri,
kiltiirel, ekonomik ve ilmi yonlerini farkli disiplinler 1s18inda ele almakta;
Timurlularin teskilat yapisindan mimariye, dil ve edebiyattan dini hayata kadar
pek ¢cok konuyu kapsamaktadir. Bu katkilarin en kiymetli yont ise eserin Tiirkiye
ve Ozbekistan’dan alaninda uzman akademisyenlerin ortak emegiyle ortaya
konmus olmasidir. Béylelikle bu eser, yalnizca tarihi bir sahsiyetin yeniden
degerlendirilmesini degil ayni zamanda iki iilkenin bilim insanlarinin miisterek
gayretleriyle olusan entelektiiel is birliginin gii¢lii bir 6rnegini géstermektedir.

Eserin hazirlik stirecinde biiyiik bir gayret gosteren editorlerimize ve
ozverili katkilarindan dolay1 tiim yazarlarimiza stikranlarimi sunuyorum. Kitabin
hazirlanmasinda fikirleriyle yon veren ve silirece destek saglayan tim bilim
insanlarina da ayrica tesekkiir ediyorum.

Emir Timur’'un tarih sahnesindeki 6zgiin roliinii ve onun biraktig1 derin
mirasi ¢ok boyutlu olarak ele alan bu ¢alismanin hem Tiirk tarihgiligine hem de
Tiirkiye-Ozbekistan bilimsel is birligine yeni ufuklar agmasini temenni ediyorum.

Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Seker
TUBA Baskant
ODCID: 0000-0003-1237-7801
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FOREWORD

The Timurid dynasty and its legacy are more than just a historical
memory; they represent one of the great traditions of statehood and are rooted
in the profound depths of Turkish history. Today, they continue to function as a
vital source of inspiration, sustaining the shared cultural memory and identity of
the Turkic world. This legacy is the result of a comprehensive civilizational vision
shaped by the political and military genius of Amir Timur. The state structure he
established, the cities he built, and the scholarly and artistic endeavors he
supported remain sources of inspiration to this day.

As the Turkish Academy of Sciences (TUBA), we have embraced a long-
term strategic vision aimed at advancing our academic and cultural cooperation
with our brotherly nation of Uzbekistan, with whom we share deep-rooted
historical ties. This publication represents a significant outcome of our
collaboration, offering a critical appraisal of the diverse legacy of Amir Timur and
contributing to a shared, source-based historiography between Tiirkiye and
Uzbekistan.

The articles in this book examine the political, military, cultural, economic
and intellectual aspects of the Timurid era and its aftermath from
interdisciplinary viewpoints. The subjects covered are diverse, spanning from
the administrative frameworks of the Timurids to architectural marvels, from
linguistic nuances to literary explorations, and even delving into the spiritual
practices that defined religious life. These contributions are particularly valuable
because they are the result of joint efforts by leading scholars from both
countries. Consequently, this book offers a re-evaluation of a pivotal historical
figure and exemplifies the robust academic synergy established through the
collaborative efforts of academics from both countries.

It is essential to express profound gratitude to the editorial team for their
relentless efforts during the preparation phase and to acknowledge the
invaluable contributions made by all authors. I would also like to thank all the
scientists who provided guidance throughout this process with their insightful
ideas and support during the book's preparation.

It is my hope that this work, which examines the unique role of Emir
Timur in history and the profound legacy he left behind from a multidimensional
perspective, will open new horizons for both Turkish historiography and
scientific cooperation between Tiirkiye and Uzbekistan.

Prof. Muzaffer Seker
President of TUBA
ODCID: 0000-0003-1237-7801
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ONSOZ

Genel Tirk tarihinin biiylik hiikiimdarlar arasinda Emir Timur’un ¢ok
onemli bir yeri oldugu bilinmektedir. Onu ayrica diinya tarihine de damga vuran
bir lider olarak tanimlamak miimkiindiir. Bilhassa “nesvii nema” buldugu
merkezi Asya’dan, dort bir tarafa uzanan muazzam devleti, Hindistan, Cin, iran,
Suriye, Anadolu ve Karadeniz’in kuzey steplerine kadar, etkileri daha sonra da
devam edecek derin izler birakmistir. Cengiz imparatorlugunun mirasini
devralarak hakimiyetini “konfedere” siyasi c¢atilar halinde doért bir yana yayan
Timur'un kurdugu devlet, boylesine bir yapinin dogas1 geregi onun vefatinin
ardindan kisa stirede ¢okerken ardinda onun mirasini tasiyacak irili ufakl yeni
devletlerin filizlenmesine imkan verecek bir zemini saglamistir.

Emir Timur’un ortaya cikisi ve kisa siire icinde Cengizi gelenegi iistlenerek
sahsiyla 6zdeslesmis sayilabilecek biiylik bir devlet kurmasi, sahanin ihtisas
sahibi tarihgilerince bozkir diinyasinin kendine has dinamikleriyle siki sikiya
irtibath gorilir. Kendi doéneminin tarihgileri tarafindan ise Tiirk-Mogol
hakimiyet telakkisinin mesruiyeti icinde klasik hiikiimranlik anlayisinin Emir
Timur’un sahsinda yeniden zuhur ettigi yaklasimu ileri striilir. Bu tarihgilerin
ona bictikleri rol ve bu yiiksek hakimiyeti tanimlamaya yo6nelik kullandiklar
unvanlar, sadece onun mirasini paylasanlarca degil bu cografyanin disinda kalan
devletlerin hiikiimdarlari i¢in de benimsenmis goriiniir. Bu siyasi etkiler yaninda
onun dénemine has biiyiik mimari ve kiiltiirel faaliyetler, merkezl Asya’da uzun
bir aradan sonra ikinci biiyiik medeniyet hamlesi seklinde miitalaa edilmis, bazi
tarihcilerce anakronik yaklasimlarla bir “Rénesans” olarak nitelenmistir.
Gergekte Timur bir¢ok alimi, sanatkdr1 kendi tahtgdhi olarak bastanbasa
yeniledigi Semerkant’a getirtip buray biiyiik bir kiltiir merkezine tahvil etmis,
kendisinden sonra atilan bu temeller tizerinden Cin’e, Hindistan’a ve Anadolu’ya
uzanan kiltiirel canlanmanin genislemesine de vesile olmus goériinmektedir.

Olusturmaya calistigi Cengizl imparatorluk anlayisinin neticesi olarak
sinir kesimlerinde giiclii Tiirk devletlerinin zayiflamasina da yol agan Emir
Timur'un bu durumun ileride getirecegi problemleri hesaba katmis olmasi, o
donemin atmosferi icinde miimkiin olabilecek bir hususiyet degildir. Altin Ordu,
Osmanli, Karakoyunlu, Celayirli gibi devletlere vurdugu darbeler kendi
hiiklimranlik ceperlerinde gii¢lii bir siyasi cati olmamasini ve Cengizi anlayis
geregi biitiin Tirk ve Mogol topluluklarinin kendisini ulu hiikiimdar olarak
tanimasini temin etmeye yoneliktir. Elbette sonradan gelismelere sahit olan
tarihcilerin bu vadideki anlatimlarinda suglayic1 ve menfi bir cergeve cizmeleri
son derece tabii gorliniir. Bununla birlikte tarihi hadisatin kendi ana ¢izgisi icinde
degerlendirilmesi akademik anlamda daha uygun bir karine teskil edecektir. Her
ne olursa olsun Timur ve arkada biraktig1 mirasin -miispet veya menfi- biiyiik
degisimlere yol actigina siiphe bulunmaz.
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Elinizdeki bu kitap da Timur ve mirascilarina belirli konularda zaman
zaman genel zaman zaman tali meselelere odaklanarak Timur ve ardillari
itibariyle topluca bir bilgilendirmeyi amaglamak iizere hazirlanmis
bulunmaktadir. Hig stiphe yok ki diinya tarihgiliginde Timur ve devletiyle alakal
hayli yek(in tutan bir literatiir mevcut bulunmaktadir. Bu genis kiilliyata, farkl
konulardan olusmakla birlikte kendi i¢inde belirli bir insicam1 muhafaza eden
makalelerle sadece bilgilendirme degil ayn1 zamanda yeni yaklasimlarla katkida
bulunmak amaci, bu ¢alismanin olusturulmasinda ana etken olmustur. Nitekim
bu kitapta yer alan makalelere bakildiginda dncelikle Timur'un bir stratejist
olarak bilinen hususiyetleri yaninda onun nasil bir karakterde lider oldugu, bir
olciide etkileri itibariyla daha sonralari buytk bir imparatorluga ddéniisme
sancilar1 igindeki Osmanlilarin gazi hiikiimdar1 Yildirim Bayezid ile olan
baglantilari, bu ikisinin benzeri fikriyati igcinde yollarinin nasil kesistigi, onun bati
ve dogu literatliriinde doneminin ¢agdaslarinca nasil tanimlandigr gibi
hususlarin ele alindig1 goriilecektir. Bunun ardindan kurdugu imparatorlugun
mirasgis1 olan devletler, Ozbek ve Babiirliiler, siyasi miinasebetler, Timurlu
teskilat1 ve etkileri, dini anlayislar, tasavvufi yapilar, mimari, kitap sanatlari,
modern anlamda Timur imaj1 vb. gibi pek miitenevvi ama birbiriyle de organik
olarak bagi olan makaleler siralanmistir. Buradaki ilgili makaleler her biri alanin
ihtisas sahibi yazarlarinca kaleme alinmis olup bir bakima Ozbekistan ve Tiirkiye
tarihgiliginin “miisterek ¢alisma hafizasini” temsil etmektedir.

Son olarak esere katki saglayan yazarlar tarafindan farklh sekillerde
yazilan Timur, Nevayi gibi isimlerde tarafimizca yazim birligi olusturulmasina
gayret edilmis ve bu isimler Tiirk¢ede kabul goren sekilleriyle esere aktarilmistir.

Boylesine bir calismanin hazirlanmasinda 6zellikle TUBA Baskani Prof. Dr.
Muzaffer Seker’in 6zel bir gayreti ve tesebbiisii olmustur. Kendisine destekleri
vesilesiyle tesekkiirii bor¢ biliriz. Kitabin hazirlik asamasinda konularin
belirlenmesi maksadiyla yapilan ¢alistaya katilarak fikirlerini bizimle paylasan
meslektaslarimiza da mitesekkiriz. Tabii ki kiymetli yazilariyla kitabin
olusmasinda katkida bulunan akademisyen ve yazarlarimiza ayrica tesekkiir
ederiz. Onlarin bu biiyiik ve 6zverili destekleri olmasaydi bdylesine bir calisma
ortaya ¢ikmazdi. Umarniz bu kitap 6zelde Ozbekistan genelde kadim Tiirk
cografyasindaki diger devletlerle olan tarihi baglarin takviyesinde kiiciik de olsa
yeni bir katkida bulunur ve 6nemli bir boslugu doldurur.

Prof. Dr. Feridun M. Emecen
Istanbul 29 Mayis Universitesi

Prof. Dr. Musa Samil Yiiksel Prof. Dr. Muhammed Bilal Celik
Ankara Yildirim Beyazit Universitesi Sakarya Universitesi
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PREFACE

It is known that Amir Timur has a very important place among the great
rulers of Turkish history. It is also possible to define him as a leader who left his
mark on world history. His enormous state, extending from central Asia, where
he found “nourishment”, has left deep traces in India, China, Iran, Syria, Syria,
Anatolia and the northern steppes of the Black Sea, with impacts that will
continue for a long time to come. Taking over the legacy of the Genghis Khan's
empire and spreading his rule in the form of “confederated” political structures,
Timur's state, which collapsed soon after his death due to the nature of such a
structure, provided the ground for the sprouting of new states, large and small,
that would carry on his legacy.

The emergence of Amir Timur and his short-lived establishment of a great
state in the Chinggisid tradition, identifiable with his person, is seen by the
specialized historians of the field as closely linked to the unique dynamics of the
steppe world. Historians of his own time, on the other hand, argue that within
the legitimacy of the Turko-Mongolian conception of sovereignty, the classical
understanding of sovereignty re-emerged in the person of Amir Timur. The role
these historians assign to him and the titles they use to describe this supreme
sovereignty seem to have been adopted not only by those who shared his legacy
but also by the rulers of states outside this geography. In addition to these
political influences, the great architectural and cultural activities of his reign have
been regarded as the second great civilizational breakthrough in central Asia
after a long period of time, and have been anachronistically described as a
“Renaissance” by some historians. In reality, Timur brought many scholars and
artists to Samarkand, which he had completely renovated as his capital and
transformed it into a great cultural center, thus seeming to have been
instrumental in the expansion of the cultural revival that extended to China, India
and Anatolia on the foundations laid after him.

The fact that Amir Timur, who also caused the weakening of strong
Turkish states in the border areas as a result of the Chinggisid empire he tried to
create, took into account the problems that this situation would bring in the
future is not something that would have been possible in the atmosphere of that
period. The blows he dealt to states such as the Golden Horde, the Ottoman
Empire, Qara Qoyunlu and Jalayirid Sultanate were to prevent a strong political
framework in the periphery of his sovereignty and to ensure that all Turkic and
Mongolian communities would recognize him as the supreme ruler in
accordance with the Chinggisid understanding. Of course, it seems quite natural
that historians who witnessed the developments later on would draw an
accusatory and negative framework in their accounts. However, the evaluation of
historical events in their own main line would constitute a more appropriate
academic presumption. Whatever the case, there is no doubt that Timur and his
legacy - positive or negative - brought great changes.
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This book focuses on Timur and his heirs by focusing on specific issues,
either broad or narrow, and aims to provide an overview of Timur and his
successors as a whole. There is no doubt that there is a considerable amount of
literature on Timur and his state in world historiography. The aim of contributing
to this vast collection not only with information but also with new approaches
through articles that, although consisting of different topics, maintain a certain
coherence within themselves, has been the main factor in the creation of this
study. As a matter of fact, when we look at the articles in this book, we will see
that first of all, in addition to Timur's known characteristics as a strategist, the
issues such as what kind of a leader he was, his connections with Yildirim Bayezid,
the veteran ruler of the Ottomans, who was in the process of transforming the
Ottoman Empire into a great empire, how their paths crossed within the similar
idea of these two, and how he was defined by the contemporaries of his period
in the western and eastern literature are discussed. This is followed by a series
of articles on the successor states to the empire he founded, the Uzbeks and the
Mughals, political relations, Timurid organization and influences, religious
understandings, mystical structures, architecture, book arts, the image of Timur
in the modern sense, and so on, all of which are quite varied but organically
interconnected. Each of these articles is written by specialized authors in their
respective fields and in a sense represents the “collective working memory” of
the historiography of Uzbekistan and Tiirkiye.

Finally, we have endeavored to create a spelling unity in names such as
Timur and Nawayi, which are written in different ways by the authors who
contributed to the work, and these names have been transferred to the work in
their accepted forms in Turkish.

Prof. Muzaffer Seker, the President of TUBA, has made a special effort and
initiative in the preparation of such a study. We would like to thank him for his
support. We are also grateful to our colleagues who participated in the workshop
held to determine the topics during the preparation phase of the book and shared
their ideas with us. Of course, we would also like to thank our academicians and
authors who contributed to the book with their valuable articles. Without their
great and selfless support, such a work would not have emerged. We hope that
this book will make a new, albeit small, contribution to the reinforcement of
historical ties with Uzbekistan in particular and other states in the ancient Turkic
geography in general, and fill an important gap.

Prof. Feridun M. Emecen
Istanbul 29 Mayis University

Prof. Musa Samil Yiiksel Prof. Muhammed Bilal Celik
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Birinci cilt, Timur’un siyasi ytkselisi, Osmanh padisahi Yildirmm Bayezid
ile karsilasmasinin tarihi ve stratejik boyutlar:, Timurlu devlet teskilati,
askerl organizasyon ve iktisadi miras gibi konulara odaklanmaktadir.
Timur’un bir stratejist ve devlet kurucusu olarak kimligini 6ne ¢ikaran
bu kistm, hem Orta Asya’da hem de genig Avrasya cografyasinda
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