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The General Assembly Meeting of the 
Union of European Academies (ALLEA), 
of which TÜBA is a member, was held in 
Brussels on 11-12 May this year.

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer 
Şeker, and TÜBA Full Member/AASSA 
President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev 
attended the meeting face to face, TÜBA 
Full Member Prof. Dr. Ekrem Tatoğlu 
joined online.

Home of The Royal Academy of Sciences 
of Belgium (ARB) and the Royal Flemish 
Academy of Belgium for Science and 
the Arts (KVAB) hosted the General 
Assembly in Brussel. At the first session 
of the business meeting, the financial 
report and annual report were presented. 
In the next session, the result of the 
next ALLEA board was announced. Prof. 
Dr. Neri Salvadori from Italy, Prof. Dr. 
Maaten Prak from the Netherlands, Prof. 
Dr. Pawel Rowinski from Poland, Prof. 
Dr. Pere Puigdomenech from Spain, Prof. 
Dr. Ylva Engström from Sweden, Prof. 

Dr. Lara Keuck from Germany, Prof. Dr. 
Eriks Jekabsons from Latvia, and Prof. 
Dr. Camillia Serck-Hanssen from Norway 
were elected a member of the 2022-2024 
ALLEA Board.

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Şeker addressed 
in his speech that while ALLEA continued 
its corporate effectively during the 
pandemic process, it carried out 
successful works with thematic sessions 
that were organized during the most 
difficult times of the global outbreak. 
Nowadays, apart from the destruction 
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, this 
time we are faced with a sad war. After 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, world 
science academies gathered on a common 
ground more than ever and published 
messages of unity and solidarity. TÜBA’s 
Statement on the Situation in Ukraine 
underlined that peace and reconciliation 
should be realized as soon as possible, 
a ceasefire should be implemented 
and subsequent agreements should 
be made. A workshop titled ” was also 

held. A final report created after the 
workshop analysis was shared with the 
Turkish public. I believe that the value 
of science and scientists became more 
evident during the pandemic period and 
the international crisis. The perspectives 
and suggestions of scientists for a livable 
future should play a greater role in 
determining a country’s policies.

Prof. Şeker; wished success to the new 
ALLEA board members and invited them 
to work closely with member academies. 
He also said that TÜBA would be pleased 
to cooperate on any scientific issue related 
to pandemics and worldwide crises. He 
emphasized that the Turkish Academy of 
Sciences will give all kinds of support and 
contribution to the steps to be taken for 
a livable world and a sustainable life. He 
wished that pandemics and international 
crises would be ended as soon as possible 
for a peaceful world. 

The opening of the “Transforming 
Science” Symposium held on the second 
day of the General Assembly Meeting was 
made by ARB Permanent Secretary Prof. 
Dr. Didier Viviers and ALLEA President 
Prof. Dr. Made by Antonio Loprieno. 
Thomas Dermin and Maria Gabriel 
“Transforming Science for the Future”, 
Prof. Dr. Marion Koopmans, on the other 
hand, spoke under the headings “Building 
the Ship while Sailing: The Challenges 
of Scientific Advice during an Emerging 
Crisis”. In addition to the three sessions 
held at the symposium, an evaluation 
panel was also held. The closing speech 
was made by Prof Karel Velle Permanent 
Secretary of the Royal Flemish Academy 
of Belgium for Science and the Arts 
(KVAB).

General Assembly Meeting

genç akademi

TURKISH YOUNG ACADEMY
of SCIENCES



2

TÜBA Newsletter

www.tuba.gov.tr  |  www.facebook.com/TUBAakademi  |  twitter.com/TUBAakademi  |  twitter.com/TUBAgencakademi  |  www.youtube.com/turkiyebilimlerakademisi

Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, President of 
TÜBA, and Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev, 
Full Member of TÜBA and President of The 
Association of Academies and Societies 
of Sciences in Asia (AASSA), attended 
the 175th-anniversary celebrations of the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences (ÖAW).

The 175th Anniversary Ceremony of ÖAW 
commenced with a welcome address by 
the Academy’s President, Prof. Dr. Anton 
Zeilinger. After that, Austrian Education, 
Science, and Research Minister Martin 
Polaschek and Austrian President 
Alexander Van der Bellen delivered 
speeches. After the presentation entitled 
“Russia’s War Against Ukraine: Historical 
Context” by Austrian Academy member 
Prof. Dr. Andreas Kappeler, the European 
anthem was performed.

At the closing of the ceremony, President 
Prof. Şeker personally congratulated 
Academy President Prof. Zeilinger 
and celebrated the anniversary of all 
Academy members and workers. Prof. 
Şeker had a bilateral meeting with Prof. 
Zeilinger to express that TÜBA and 
ÖAW maintain tight relations based on 
scientific collaboration. According to 
him, “Historical and Etymological Turkey 
Turkish Dictionary,” the magnum opus of 
TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Andreas 
Tietze, brought both academies together 
on numerous occasions. Highlighting 
that TÜBA published the revised and 
expanded second edition of the dictionary 
in eight volumes in December 2021, 
he thanked the administration of the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences and Prof. 
Tietze’s family for their cooperation.

Prof. Şeker stated that the challenges 
of holding a global scientific conference 
during a global outbreak are evident to 
everyone and that the Covid-19 global 

epidemic was severe and, in addition, 
the outbreak of war during this time 
paralyzed the entire world. If we wish to 
live in peace, pandemics and global crises 

must be dealt with as swiftly as possible. 
He also emphasized that TÜBA is willing 
to collaborate on all pandemic and global 
crisis-related scientific topics.

President Şeker 
at the 175th Anniversary Ceremony of the 
Austrian (ÖAW) Academy of Sciences 
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Dato’ Dr. Khairul Anuar bin Abdullah 
President of AASSA Passed Away

Professor Dato’ Dr. Khairul Anuar bin 
Abdullah, President of the Association 
of Academies and Societies of Sciences 
in Asia (AASSA), breathed his last on 
16 Jan 2022 . It is with great sadness 
that we have learned of the passing 
away of the Dato’ Dr. Khairul Anuar bin 
Abdullah, fellow of the Academy of 
Sciences Malaysia and the president of 
AASSA. We would like to convey our deep 
condolences to his family, relatives and 
friends. May his soul rest in peace and our 
prayers are with his family. May his soul 
rest in peace and our prayers are with his 
family.

President Şeker to Make Visit to Tietze Family
TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker 
met with the Tietze family in Vienna 
during his visit to Austria.

Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker thanked to 
Prof. Dr. Andreas Tietze’s daughter 
Filiz Tietze and all family members for 
their contributions to his unique work, 
Historical and Etymological Turkey 
Turkish Dictionary. The revised and 
expanded second edition of the eight-
volume work was published by TÜBA. 
Stating that the relevant work attracted 

a lot of attention, Prof. Şeker said that 
it is an honor for the Academy to publish 
a unique work in Turkish. During the 

meeting, TÜBA Principal Member and 
AASSA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Nuri 
Yurdusev also took part.

Turkish Integration – 30 From the 
International Turkic Academy The opening session of the program 

was moderated by the President of 
the International Turkic Academy 
Prof. Dr. Darhan Kidirali. in the General 
Session moderated by Vice President 
of the International Turkic Academy 
Dr. Fuzuli Mecidli, presentations were 
made by President of the Kyrgyzstan 
Academy of Sciences Prof. Dr Murat 
Cumatayev, Vice President of the 
Azerbaijan National Academy of 
Sciences Prof. Dr. Isa Habibbaylı, Deputy 
Qənirə Paşayeva and Manas University 
Rector Prof. Dr. Alpaslan Ceylan. At 
the meeting, two sessions were held, 
titled “Independence and State Building 
Process in Turkish Republics: Lessons 
from History” and “Turkish World Think 
Tanks in the Process of Common Vision 
and Integration”.
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TÜBA has organized the Summer School 
on “Basic Sciences and Requirements of 
Academic Life” will be held in Istanbul 
on 26-30 September 2022 with the 
support of the Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TIKA), the Union 
of Turkish World National Academies of 
Sciences (TDUBAB).

TÜBA organized the summer school 
titled “International Law Diplomacy and 
Cooperation” Summer first in 2017 and 
was held for three consecutive years. 
The Summer School organized by TÜBA 
had to take a break for two years due to 
the global pandemic. TÜBA decided to 
begin the summer school activity in 2022 
with the title of “Basic Sciences and the 
Necessities of Academic Life”. After the 
easing of the course of the epidemic, 
TÜBA will start to take applications for 
the 2022 Summer School with the theme 
of “Basic Sciences and Requirements 
of Academic Life”. The Summer School 
will be held at TÜBA’s “Rabi Madrasa” 
in Istanbul, Süleymaniye, which was 
built by Mimar Sinan in the 16th century. 
Graduate and doctorate students under 

35 years of age from Afghanistan, 
Albania, Azerbaijan, Bashkortostan, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Algeria, 
Montenegro, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kosovo, Macedonia, Mongolia, Moldova, 
Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Tatarstan, Türkiye, 
Turkmenistan and Jordan. Academicians 
carrying out post-doctoral studies can 
apply for the summer school.

Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, President of 
TÜBA reminded that 2022 was declared 
as the International Year of Basic 
Sciences for Sustainable Development 
(IYBSSD2022), considering that more 
basic science is needed to achieve the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals of 
the United Nations. He said; “with this 
decision, UN members, UN institutions 
and other global, regional and sub-regional 
organizations as well as academia, non-
governmental, international and national 
non-governmental organizations aim 
to emphasize the importance of basic 
sciences for sustainable development and 
to raise awareness on this issue. In this 
context, as TÜBA, we have changed topic 
of the Summer School as basic sciences. 

During the Summer School, thematic 
courses on basic sciences in different 
disciplines will be supported by creative 
publications, research techniques, doubt 
in science, critical approaches, honesty in 
academia and academic ethics, which are 
important topics in the world of science 
and academia.”

Full scholarship for 30 participants
Prof. Şeker “With this theme, we would 
like to draw attention to the importance 
of basic sciences among Turkish states 
and peoples at the Summer School. 
The curriculum will focus on modern 
engineering and medical education, 
as well as the role of basic sciences in 
research. At the same time, many topics 
such as the difficulties encountered in 
basic science education and basic science 
education in the world, developing 
countries and Türkiye are among the 
topics to be covered within the program. 
The program, which will continue 
for five days, will also include social 
activities. In the Summer School, where 
30 participants will attend with full 
scholarships, all of the courses to be 
given by TÜBA members and scientists 
who are experts in their fields will be in 
English.”

Candidates who are competent in one of 
the fields of basic sciences, work in the 
relevant fields, have a good command 
of English can apply to the Summer 
School; with the form below; They must 
complete their CVs, reasons for attending 
the Summer School, reference letters 
and other required documents and send 
them to summerschool[at}tuba.gov.tr 
until 20 July 2022.

For details and applications: 
www.tuba.gov.tr 

Summer School from TÜBA to the Turkish 
World themed “Basic Sciences and 
Requirements of Academic Life”
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TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Hamza’s New Book

TÜBA Honorary Member, Eötvös Loránd 
University Faculty Member Prof. Dr. 
Gabor Hamza published his book which, 
“Studies on Legal Relations between the 
Ottoman Empire / the Republic of Türkiye 
and Hungary, Cyprus, and Macedonia- 
Selected Essays in Hungarian, English, 
German, and Turkish”. The first edition 

was published in 
2017 and the second 
and last edition 
was published in 
2020, under the 
editorship by Dr. 
Kinga Hazai and Gerd 
Winkelhane.

TÜBA COVID-19 Global Pandemic Special 
Awards Ceremony was held at the YÖK 
Conference Hall. TÜBA members and 
university Rectors also attended.

In the ceremony; Prof. Dr. Aykut 
Özdarendeli about his project titled 
“Phase Studies Examining the Safety and 
Immunogenicity of Two Intramuscular 
Administrations of ERUCOV-VAC, Two 
Different Strengths of Inactive COVID 
19 Vaccines Prepared in Cell Culture”, to 
Healthy Volunteers. Dr. Urartu Özgür 
Şafak Şeker talked about his work titled 
“Development of RNA Key Systems for 
the Diagnosis of SARS-COV-2”, and Prof. 
Dr. On the other hand, Tanıl Kocagöz 
made a video presentation on his study 
titled “The Detection of SARS-CoV2 by 
Polymerase Chain Reaction and Antigen 
Detection in Mouthwash and Mouthwash 

and the Effect of Concentration with 
MyMagiCon on the Susceptibility of 
These Tests”.

Prof. Dr. Aykut Özdarendeli from Erciyes 
University received the Special Award and 
Certificate in the Field of Treatment and 

Protection from TÜBA Principal Member 
and Higher Education Quality Board 
(YÖKAK) President Prof. Dr. Muhsin Kar 
on the other hand Assoc. Prof. Urartu 
Özgür Şafak Şeker, received the First 
Prize in Diagnosis from TÜBA President 
Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker.

TÜBA “Fight Against to COVID-19 Pandemic” 
Special Awards Ceremony

Prof. Yurdusev Become Acting 
President of AASSA
Prof. Dr. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev has 
become the Acting  President of AASSA 
following the demise of current President 
professor Khairul Anuar bin Abdullah.

TÜBA Full Member and AASSA President-
Elect Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev 
has become the Acting President of 
the AASSA as of 16 January 2022 in 
accordance with Article 6-4 of the AASSA 

Constitution after the passing away of 
current President Prof. Dato’ Dr. Khairul 
Anuar bin Abdullah.

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker 
expressed his deep condolences to Prof. 
Khairul Anuar’s family, relatives and 
friends and he also wished success to 
Prof. Yurdusev in his new task.
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TEKNOFEST Azerbaijan 2022 
Successfully Completed

Space and Technology Festival 
(TEKNOFEST), in which TÜBA is 
among the participants, was held in 
Azerbaijan between 26-29 May. The 
festival was programmed with the 
cooperation of the Turkish Technology 
Team (T3 Foundation), the Ministry of 
Digital Development and Transport of 
Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Industry 
and Technology of the Republic of 
Türkiye. The official closing ceremony 
was attended by President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, Chairman of the Board of 
TEKNOFEST and Chairman of the Turkish 
Technology Team Foundation Board of 
Trustees Selçuk Bayraktar, Azerbaijani 
Digital Development and Transport 
Minister Reşad Nebiyev, Nobel Prize-

winning TÜBA Member Prof. Dr. Aziz 
Sancar, and many people attended.

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer 
Şeker reminded the intense interest 
in the festival in 2021, in which TÜBA 
was among its stakeholders, and said 
that TEKNOFEST also caused a great 
interaction in Azerbaijan. Emphasizing 
that the first organization of TEKNOFEST 
in Azerbaijan is an indicator of friendship, 
brotherhood and strategic lliance 
between the two countries, Şeker said, 
“Azerbaijan is our sister country. Being 
in Azerbaijan made us very happy as 
two states and one nation. This time we 
experienced this enthusiasm together. 
At the stand we opened at the festival; 
We explained our programs and projects 

and introduced our publications to 
science enthusiasts, students, those 
who are interested in doing science 
and everyone from Azerbsaijan and the 
countries in the region. As the Academy, 
we exhibited the scientific reports that 
we offered solutions to the priority issues 
of our country and drew roadmaps, 
the works that were presented to the 
attention of the readers within the scope 
of the Turkish-Islamic Scientific Cultural 
Heritage (TİBKM) Project, most of which 
have never been published in Turkish, 
our biographical books, dictionaries, and 
many of our works. And we met with 
great interest, we took care of our visitors 
of all ages, this situation increased our 
hope for the future and the youth of our 
nation.”
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TÜBA Statement on the 
Situation in Ukraine

War is described as a set of conflict situations that have global effects and have 

a negative impact on all living beings in the universe, in addition to showing 

substantial changes, particularly on the social structures of the parties engaged 

and their immediate neighbors. Wars have long-term catastrophic impacts on 

all living creatures, regardless of ethnic origin or locale. Wars have a detrimental 

impact on economic, political, and scientific life all around the world, particularly 

on the parties involved in the conflict. Instead of resolving the problems, 

conflicts, whose negative consequences have grown over time, sow seeds of 

animosity and resentment among future generations.

Diplomatic methods and communication facilities should be the primary 

application method in solving problems in today’s world within the framework 

of scientific and technological breakthroughs. Science Academies and scientists 

have key roles at this moment. A wartime is a moment when scientists and 

scientific academies must remember their responsibilities and effectively 

communicate about the results as stated by the International Science Council 

(ISC) and the All European Academies (ALLEA) on Ukraine War.

We, as Turkish Academy of Sciences Academy Council, urgently call on all parties 

to seek peace; we call on all states and all parties to accept responsibility for 

bringing the war to an end before it reaches even more catastrophic proportions.

Prof. Muzaffer Şeker

TÜBA President

www.tuba.gov.tr
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TÜBA held the “Russian Occupation 
of Ukraine and International Relations 
Workshop” in Ankara. Competent TÜBA 
members and international relations 
experts came together to discuss the 
invasion of Ukraine from different 
dimensions.

The workshop was held in three sessions: 
“Developments Before the Ukraine-
Russia War”, “Size of the War” and 
“Possible Future Effects”. In the subtitle 
of each session, the effects of the war in 
“Türkiye”, in the “regional” context and 
in the “global” dimension were detailed 
from a scientific point of view and 
theoretical and practical aspects.

In the Program where face-to-face as 
well as online access is realized; TÜBA 
President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, 
TÜBA Full Members Prof. Dr. A. Nuri 
Yurdusev (President of the Association 
of Asian Academies) and Prof. Dr. Ziya 
Öniş, Prof. Dr. Muhittin Ataman, Prof. 
Dr. Birol Akgun and Dr. Giray Sadik from 
Ankara Social Sciences University, Prof. 
Dr. Aysegul Aydingun from METU, Prof. 
Dr. Hakan Kirimli from Bilkent University, 
Prof. Dr. Ismail Aydingun from Başkent 
University, Assoc. Prof. Ozgun Erler Bayir 
from Istanbul University, TÜBA Young 
Academy Member Assoc. Prof. Sener 
Akturk from Koç University, Assoc. Prof. 
Erdem Ozluk from Selcuk University, Asst. 
Prof. M. Hüseyin Mercan from Marmara 
University, Assist. Prof. Member Merve 
Yeşiltaş from AYBU, Dr. Metin Çelik from 

Selcuk University; and TÜBA Advisor to 
President Dr. Mürsel Doğrul took part in 
the workshop.

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer 
Şeker made the opening speech of the 
program. After that; TÜBA Member 
and President of the Association of 
Asian Academies Prof. Dr. Ahmet Nuri 
Yurdusev started the session in which 
pre-war developments were discussed; 
TÜBA Young Academy Member and Koç 
University Faculty Member Assoc. Prof. 
Şener Aktürk, Koç University Faculty 
Member Prof. Dr. Ziya Öniş expressed 
their thoughts. The workshop continued 
with the “Aspect of War” session and 
ended with the “Possible Future Effects” 
session of the war.

Workshop Final Report Published
After Russia’s attacks on the territory 
of Ukraine in violation of international 
law, world science academies met on 
a common ground more than ever and 
gave messages of unity and solidarity. 
On March 2, 2022, the first days of the 
war, TÜBA published its statement, 
which includes the establishment of 
peace and reconciliation with an impartial 
approach, and the importance of making 
agreements between the parties as soon 
as possible.

TÜBA; after the analyzes made after 
the Workshop, which he organized with 
scientists to discuss the results of the 
occupation process and the effects of 

these results on international relations in 
different dimensions, he presented the 
final report to the public.

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker 
pointed out that the dimensions of 
the war are handled by scientists with 
an approach that avoids generalizing 
statements. Prof. Şeker gave brief 
information about the results of the 
report prepared based on the evaluations 
of the scientists who participated in 
the workshop and contributed to the 
workshop. Establishment of specialized 
economic and political commissions is 
recommended. It is recommended that 
all aspects of the war be handled with 
periodic scientific activities. Although 
the Western alliance reacted strongly 
against the invasion of Russia and still 
helps Ukraine, the fact that the West 
did not react adequately to the “fait-
outs” against Russia in general and in 
particular in areas such as Georgia and 
Syria. It is seen that Türkiye’s foreign 
policy is on a healthy basis by trying to 
establish a balance between the parties. 
Türkiye seems to have undertaken the 
role of intermediary alone as the most 
suitable actor in this war. The duration 
and intensity of the conflict will show 
whether Türkiye will follow a balancing 
or active neutrality policy in this war. It is 
important for Türkiye to be a guarantor 
country in this war, but the costs of being 
a guarantor should also be considered. 
Prof. Şeker thanked the scientists and 
participants who contributed to the 
workshop.

To access the report: www.tuba.gov.tr

Scientists Discuss 
“Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine”
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TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, 
TÜBA Principal Member and AASSA 
President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev 
participated in the Academic Panel and 
Exhibition on “Traces of Anatolia in 
Today’s Civilization” upon the invitation 
of the Belgian Embassy of Türkiye.

The keynote speaker of the panel was Dr. 
Hasan Ulusoy and moderated by Prof. Dr. 
Demet Binan. Prof. Dr. Mehmet Özdoğan 

presented his work entitled “Contribution 
of Prehistoric Anatolian Cultures in The 
Formation of European Civilization”; Prof. 
Dr. Fahri Işık presented his work entitled 
“Olympian Gods And Goddesses Of 
Anatolian Origin”, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Şahin 
presented his work entitled “The Role of 
Anatolia in The Institutionalization of 
Christianity” and Dr. Koert Debeuf talked 
under the headings of “Harran, Bridging 
Universal Knowledge For Renaissance”.

Academic Panel on “Traces of 
Anatolia in Today’s Civilization”

TÜBA Honorary 
Member Prof. Dr. 

Uner Tan 
Died

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. 
Dr. Üner Tan deceased on 
February 4, 2022 in Adana.

85-year-old world-renowned 
neuro-physiologist Prof. 
Tan passed on to the great 
beyond after the ceremony 
held at Çukurova University, 
where he worked.

Uzbekistan Ambassador to Ankara Alişer 
Azamhocayev visited Prof. Dr. Muzaffer 
Şeker President of TÜBA in his office.

During the visit, where mutual views were 
exchanged, President Şeker presented 
Ambassador Azamhocayev with the 
work titled International Law published 
by TÜBA and the publications prepared 
by the Academy on the Covid-19 global 
outbreak.

Ambassador Azamhocayev
Visits to President Şeker
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Hungarian delegation visited 
Turkish Academy of Sciences

Academic Cooperation Agreement and 
Implementation Protocol between TÜBA 
and Uzbekistan Academy of Sciences 
was signed in Istanbul.

Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, President of 
TÜBA and Prof. Dr. Bekhzod Yuldashev, 
President of the Uzbekistan Academy 
of Sciences; with mutual signatures, an 
agreement was reached on cooperation 
on topics such as symposiums, 
conferences, workshops and bilateral 
scientific meetings, as well as exchange 
of scientists, exchange of information 
and publications. At the signing 
ceremony, TÜBA Principal Member and 
TÜBİTAK President Prof. Dr. Hasan 
Mandal and Vice President of Uzbekistan 
Academy of Sciences Prof. Dr. Sirojievich 
Z. Mirzaev also took part.

TÜBA & AASSA Symposium: “Understanding 
Sustainability in the Context of Commercial 
Organizations and Charitable Institutions” 

TÜBA Sustainable Development and 
Finance Working Group; In partnership 
with TÜBA and The Association of 
Academies and Societies of Sciences in 
Asia (AASSA), the scientific symposium 
titled “Understanding Sustainability in 
the Context of Commercial Organizations 
and Charitable Institutions” was held on 
May 21-22, 2022 in Istanbul.

The opening speech was made by Mr. 
Mustafa Varank, the Minister of Industry 
and Technology. Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, 
TÜBA President, Prof. Dr. Ahmet Nuri 
Yurdusev, TÜBA Principal Member and 
AASSA President and Prof. Dr. Mehmet 
Bulut, TÜBA Principal Member. Six 
sessions were held at the symposium 
with the participation of more than 40 
different experts from 15 countries.

“A more livable world and the future 
depend on the collaboration of 
scientists.”
Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, TÜBA President 
gave information about the work of 
TÜBA Working Groups, emphasized that 
studies on Türkiye’s strategic areas are a 
reference source for relevant individuals 
and institutions. He said that the 
working groups of leading scientists in 
Türkiye and the world contributed to the 
multidisciplinary studies.

He stated that “the concept of 
sustainability is handled in a 
multidimensional way with presentations 
on many topics such as economy, trade, 
education, environment and finance 
in the symposium program the search 
for a new system comes to the fore in 
almost every environmental or economic 
crisis. The preservation of the ecological 
balance is of special importance for 
the protection and maintenance of the 
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natural life on the planet we live in. TÜBA 
also organized the second symposium 
of the “Understanding Sustainability” 
series, together with AASSA, within the 
scope of the importance it attaches to 
the concept of “sustainability”. A more 
livable world and future depend on 
the collaboration of scientists. I think 
that such academic studies within the 
framework of science diplomacy improve 
these collaborations. I sincerely believe 
that the Joint Symposium will be a 
platform where long-term friendships 
will be established with participants from 
all over the world.”

Prof. Yurdusev, President of AASSA 
started his speech by emphasizing that 
the symposium deals with the issue of 
sustainability, especially in the context 
of charities and foundation formations. 
He said that although sustainability has 
been studied in different dimensions and 
levels, the role of charitable institutions, 
especially foundation formations, needs 
to be examined more and the symposium 
is very valuable at this point. 

“Latest advances revealed that we 
need to study and discuss more about 
development.”
Prof. Yurdusev stated that “sustainability 
and sustainable development have been 
among the important discussion topics 
of science and societies in the last 40 
years. Although the issue has been 
examined from many perspectives, 
the 17 sustainable development goals 
announced by the United Nations have 

still not been achieved and continued 
as follows: With the Russian-Ukrainian 
war, the latest developments have 
been experienced and witnessed by all 
of us; Human life has been interrupted 
in almost every area, especially in 
production and supply chains. This 
showed us that we need to study and 
discuss more about sustainability and 
sustainable development. Sustainability 
depends on nature and people. Perhaps 
more importantly, it is based on the 
interaction of human society with the 
natural environment. The Covid-19 
pandemic has shown us once again and 
again that one of the reasons for the 
epidemics was the invasion of natural 
habitats by humans. Our relationships, 
not only with the natural habitat of 
non-human populations, but also with 
the human habitat of our society, are 
increasingly threatening to all of us and, 

as a result, endangering human and 
natural sustainability.” He congratulated 
TÜBA for organizing and hosting a 
comprehensive Symposium and stated 
that AASSA’s support will always 
continue. He thanked the participants for 
their valuable contributions.

Six sessions were held in the program.
Prof. Yurdusev and Prof. Dr. Mehmet 
Bulut, TÜBA Principal Member, Prof. Dr. 
Halit Yanıkkaya, Prof. Dr. M. Kabir Hassan, 
Associate Professor Mesut Karakaş and 
Associate Professor Cem Korkut, TÜBA 
President Advisor helped as moderator 
of the sessions. 

Scientists from all over the world, from 
Bahrain University to Donja Gorica 
University, from Johannesburg University 
to Islamic Azad University participated to 
the sessions. 
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Q1: Is your academy involved with 
national government bodies dealing 
with national responses to the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals? For 
example, has your academy been 
asked to join any leading organization 
or national commission related to the 
Sustainable Development Goals?
As the Turkish Academy of Sciences, we 
care about the sustainable development 
goals set by the United Nations. And as 
national science academy of Türkiye, 
independent position and autonomy 
of the academy are very valuable and 
respectful issues for us. Our priority is 
regarding objective standing while we 
are considering and discussing all related 
matters.

We have many working groups directly 
or indirectly related to sustainable 
development goals in TÜBA. TÜBA 
Sustainable Development and Finance 
Working Group and TÜBA Environment 
Working Group organize multidisciplinary 
scientific activities such as symposiums 
and conferences. The working groups also 
publishes scientific books on topics such 
as circular economy, sustainable living, 
humanitarian finance, public health 
and welfare, environment, alternative 
energy sources etc.  Scholars from 
many countries attend the meetings 
we organize. Many expert academics 
contribute to the books we publish. We 
also organized a joint symposium on 
“Sustainable Development and Circular 

Economy” in last year with the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network in our country.

TÜBA is the only national and official 
science academy of Türkiye. One of the 
duties of TÜBA is to provide science-
based consultancy to decision makers. In 
this respect, TÜBA members contribute 
to the boards related to sustainable 
development goals in our country. 
For example, very recently, we sent a 
representative to the board established 
to reduce and prevent mucilage problem 
in Marmara Sea. Our members also 
attended meetings on forest fires 
organized by ministries. Recently, we 
have, of course, published books on these 
topics. The books titled as “Forest Fires; 
Causes, Effects, Monitoring, Precautions 
and Rehabilitation Activities; and 
Ecology of the Marmara Sea: Formation 
and Interactions of Marine Mucilage, and 
Recommendations for Solutions” are 
shared with the relevant institutions and 
people. There are experts who are the 
authors of chapter in the related issue. 
Of course, our members’ contributions to 
these books are also very valuable. 

Q2: Can you tell us that in the last 5 
years, urban health has been the focus 
of the study that was conducted or 
collaborated with your academy?
Globalization has triggered rapid 
urbanization. As a result, the problems 
of city life became aggravated and 
difficult with its new guests. Therefore 

it is necessary to produce new solutions 
in many areas from transportation to 
accommodation, from employment 
to education, from health services to 
security.

Although there is no specific study directly 
on “urban health” in our academy, the 
topic is discussed in scientific meetings 
of TÜBA. There are also chapters related 
with urban health in the publications of 
TÜBA. In the context of sustainable living, 
the studies of TÜBA working groups also 
touches on the title of “urban health”. As 
TÜBA, we care about every topic related 
to public health, and equality in access to 
health services.

Most of the population lives in city 
centers. In this respect, the supply, 
establishment, and sustainability of 
urban health are important. TÜBA 
working groups will continue their 
scientific activities and publications on 
this subject. We also contribute to the 
work of public institutions in our country 
in this regard. However, obviously we 
spent whole time with struggling with 
pandemic almost last 2 years in the 
world, and of course in Türkiye.

Q3: What do you think are the biggest 
facilitators and barriers to starting your 
academia working on urban health and 
its broad determinants?
Among the members of TÜBA are very 
competent academicians from different 
disciplines of science. In particular, 

Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker
President of the Turkish Academy of SciencesDr. Sally Fawkes

Prof. Dr.  Şeker Gave an Interview to the IAP on
Sustainable Development and Public/Urban Health
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multidisciplinary solutions to such 
problems can be made more easily by 
TÜBA. But data supply is a very important 
problem. Unfortunately, data supply 
is progressing very slowly in different 
institutions. Most of the time, data 
reaches us after it has become worthless. 
I think this is a general problem faced by 
many academics around the world.

Meanwhile, inter-sectoral cooperation 
is key to starting work on urban health 
and its causes. Using intersectoral 
cooperation to generate solutions for 
public health studies in our country 
can promote development.  Despite 
the existence and support of the 
necessary regulation and legal basis for 
implementing principles such as Equity, 
Sustainability, Public Participation, and 
Intersectoral Cooperation, it becomes 
increasingly difficult to achieve the 
desired goals for administrative, financial, 
and political reasons. Long term-projects 
need enough employees, resources, 
financial backing, power commensurate 
with their duties and commitments, 
and a suitable organizational structure 
to properly implement the healthy cities 
movement, and, of course, more patience, 
encouragement, and real intention; We 
call this briefly as academic and science-
based approach. 

Q4: Have the Sustainable Development 
Goals played a role in your academy’s 
activities regarding urban health and its 
broad determinants? How did it play?
In these matters, the state’s strategies 
for sustainable development and the 
priorities of local governments may 
not always coincide. National or local 
politicians want to see the results of 
the implemented strategies in the short 
term as possible. This leads to misuse of 
resources and inefficiency. We propose 
our priorities and realistic planning by 
listing objectively. I think this must be 
the most important and most valuable 
contribution of science academies.

Certainly, the Sustainable Development 
Goals have played an important role 
in TÜBA’s activities regarding urban 
health and its broad determinants. The 
conferences held and the publications 
specially prepared on the subject are 
the most important examples of these. 
In addition, TÜBA members have very 
different academic and scientific studies 
on a broad concept from renewable energy 
to public health, from environment to 
smart cities, from artificial intelligence 
to high-tech. In particular, our working 

groups on environment and sustainability 
focus on these issues.

Q5: Can you comment on funding work 
done by your academy on urban health 
and its broad determinants?
We do not have direct project support in 
this regard. But we support the activities 
of our working groups. As TÜBA, we 
organize conferences and symposiums 
with our own resources. We also publish 
reports and books. There are different 
organizations that support this issue in 
Türkiye. TÜBİTAK and TÜSEB are the two 
main ones.

I said that there is no support directly 
related to urban health. However, among 
the researchers who received the TÜBA 
International Academy Prize and TÜBA 
Outstanding Young Scientist award, 
there are those who study this subject.

Sometimes we are receiving project 
supports and cooperation proposals from 
abroad; like Horizon 2020 of European 
Commission or other scientific umbrella 
organizations such as IAP, ISC, AASSA.

Q6: Regarding your national academy, 
what trends and gaps have you noticed 
in urban health analysis, discourse, and 
action over the past five years?
In fact, these issues are discussed in 
detail in the Science-20 commission 
under the G20.

G20 leaders are presented with the 
agreed final report in the form of an 
annual declaration on behalf of national 
academies. When we look at the reports 
of the last 10 years, many problems 
that are asked for priority in return for 
the concept of “city health” have been 
mentioned. It can also be seen that 
solutions are offered in this regard.

Although the health effects of working 
life are serious, we see that the analyzes 
and discourses on this subject are 
not sufficient. I think that working 
life conditions are not suitable, these 
conditions should be developed especially 
in small-scale business areas and these 
workplaces should be evaluated because 
they have a serious impact on urban 
health. At this point, there is a gap in 
the implementation of the regulations 
made by the laws and the effective and 
sufficient audits.

In addition, it is seen that even during the 
pandemic period, when we once again 
grasped the importance of preventive 

health services, community participation 
could not be ensured, these issues 
were not adequately addressed, and we 
remained weak in terms of science.

Although the high level of pollution has 
been determined as a result of numerous 
studies on air pollution and its health 
effects have been demonstrated by 
scientific studies, the solutions produced 
are insufficient in terms of integration 
into urban life. At this point, local 
administrators should assume a more 
active and continuous role in this regard.
Indeed, we pay a great price to repair 
the heavy damage and cost for the 
environment as a result of humanity’s 
insatiable greed. As human beings, we 
must be careful in using the natural 
resources in the world.

Q7: Which urban health issues and 
themes on this list are discussed more 
or less frequently by your Academy?
More frequently discussed topics can 
be ordered as natural environment, air 
pollution, green space, biodiversity, built 
environment, public transport, migrants, 
energy infrastructure, lighting, poverty, 
access to chronic disease care, and 
tobacco use, sustainable development, 
public health, health in all policies, 
governance for health.

I think it is not very possible to say a 
subject that is less emphasized. As 
TÜBA, we try to address all the topics on 
the agenda.

But, I think we can pay more attention 
to activities aimed at raising public 
awareness and disseminating accurate 
information, especially under the threat 
of social media. During the pandemic, 
the whole world saw the problems of this 
misinformation and the reflections of 
ignorance, paying a heavy price. 

This issue will continue to be on the 
agenda of nations more widely as an 
international problem. We have to find a 
solution to this for community security, 
individual freedoms and access to healthy 
information.

Q9: Do you think your national academy 
is likely to increase its activities on urban 
health and its broad determinants over 
the next 5 years? Can you comment on 
why or why not?
The situation regarding the functioning 
of the implementation process and the 
follow-up of the developments has also 
been revealed with the Current Situation 
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Analysis Project of Türkiye in line with 
the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
results of the report became an input to 
the Eleventh Development Plan. After the 
adoption of the plan, it will be possible to 
integrate the sustainable development 
goals into other policy documents and 
thus embody the implementation.

Strong institutional capacity and 
effective coordination are needed to take 
sustainable development steps in line 
with Sustainable Development Goals. In 
the review conducted across Sustainable 
Development Goals, it has been 
determined that the focus of each goal is 
in the area of activity and responsibility 
of one or more organizations. Considering 
that these institutions are responsible 
for carrying out certain tasks with the 
current legislation and existing policy 
documents, it is possible to state that the 
relevant institution structure in Türkiye 
is at a sufficient level for the Sustainable 
Development Goals framework.

However, the issue of increasing 
and sustaining coordination among 
institutions emerges as a development 
area. In addition, it is considered 
important that the private sector, civil 
society, educational institutions, local 
governments, and research institutions 
take more roles and responsibilities 
in this structure to increase social 
awareness and include all stakeholders. 
Although many countries in the world 
have signed the Paris Agreement, they 
do not comply with this agreement. They 
do not comply with the requirements 
of the agreement. I think academies of 
science should be the controllers of such 
practices. The fact that many countries 
do not act in accordance with their 
signature undermines the seriousness of 
the issue.

Q10: Where do you think are the greatest 
opportunities to improve urban health 
by your national academy?
Health is the business of all sectors, 
not just the health sector, and everyone 
has a specific role. Especially local 
governments have an important position 
in the development of health and 
sustainable development. Because local 
governments are responsible for the main 
factors affecting health. In addition, it is 
the local administrations who know the 
problems of various groups living in the 
city the most and make efforts at the 
point of solution-oriented practice.

I suppose the biggest opportunities are in 

local governments. In this context, I think 
that we are strong as local governments 
and that effective planning can be made 
at the provincial and district level, since it 
is widespread. 

The fact that our country has large 
geographical land areas, is rich in 
water resources, infrastructures with 
extensive and wide networks have been 
established in many provinces in terms 
of transportation, widespread delivery 
of primary health care and preventive 
health services through family health 
centers and even mobile services, the 
widespread use of the education system. 
Other opportunities that our country 
has in terms of urban health can be 
that it is accessible and accessible, the 
universities are widespread, and their 
infrastructures are rich, and the inter-
sectoral communication at the local level 
is good and can be improved.

Q11: What can InterAcademy 
Partnership do to support your academy 
in this area?
InterAcademy Partnership should 
increase scientific events such as joint 
conferences, workshops or seminars 
with TÜBA and cooperation with other 
countries as well.

In addition, exemplary practices can 
be promoted and rewarded for local 
governments.

TÜBA can send representatives to 
the working groups to be formed by 
InterAcademy Partnership.

Q12: Is there anything else you would 
like to add about your national 
academy’s current and future work in 
the field of urban health and its broad 
determinants?
One of the critical issues highlighted 
within the framework of the 2030 
Agenda is to involve the social segments, 
especially the private sector, into the 
process at the highest possible rate 
in sustainable development efforts. 
Benefiting from the international 
commercial and economic experience of 
the private sector in bilateral relations 
and international cooperation will 

increase the success of projects and 
programs.

Financial institutions should explain 
the credit supports they provide to 
sustainable development financing 
and the results of their support in 
environment, economy and social 
issues in a way that makes it possible 
to monitor. It is important to encourage 
sustainability reporting across the 
country by adding sustainability impact 
and result criteria to financial reporting 
processes.

Another important issue in the 
implementation of sustainable 
development goals is international 
development cooperation. On the one 
hand, Türkiye should continue to provide 
support to the least developed countries, 
on the other hand, it should continue 
to develop bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation with developed countries 
that have a relatively higher experience 
in finance and technology-related issues. 
Another issue that should be evaluated 
together with the institutional structure 
is the monitoring and evaluation of 
Türkiye’s progress based on sustainable 
development goals.In order to evaluate 
the progress that Türkiye will make within 
the scope of sustainable development 
goals., it is necessary to establish an 
effective monitoring system compatible 
with the follow-up and review system in 
the United Nations. The most important 
condition for the establishment of this 
system is to strengthen access to data 
and to produce appropriate indicators. 

In Türkiye, TurkStat is responsible for 
the development of the monitoring 
system, and it is important that all 
relevant institutions carry out this task in 
cooperation in order to produce indicators 
by making use of TurkStat’s data sets. 
On the other hand, after the sustainable 
development goals are integrated into 
the Eleventh Development Plan, it will 
be possible to follow the developments 
through Annual Programs.

The steps taken for sustainable 
development goals are necessary not 
only for that country but also for the 
whole world. Only in this way can built a 
fair global system.

Finally, I would like to thank you and the 
InterAcademy Partnership.

As TÜBA, we are happy to be a part of 
this network.
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Visit to TÜBA from the Hungarian Delegation
Member of the Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences and Head of the Eötvös Lorand 

Research Network Prof. Dr. Miklós Maróth 

and Hungarian Ambassador Viktor Matis 

visited Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, TÜBA 

President.

Prof. Maróth introduced the Hungarian 

Research Network at the meeting, and 

then Prof. Şeker gave it as a gift from 

TÜBA publications.

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer 
Şeker visited the Azerbaijan National 
Academy of Sciences (ANAS). Prof. Dr. 
Şeker, met with ANAS President Prof. 
Dr. Arif Hashimov within the scope of 
bilateral cooperation. TÜBA President 
Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker expressing his 
satisfaction with his visit to ANAS, he 
said that he planned to visit the science 
center in Azerbaijan earlier but could not 
make the visit due to the pandemic.

Expressing that the establishment of 
TÜBA was based on the Encümen-i 
Dâniş, Prof. Dr. Şeker informed that the 
foundations of the Academy were laid at 
the end of the 18th centuries, it suspended 
its activities for various reasons and was 

officially established in 1993. In addition 
to technological research, TÜBA carries 
out important research for the protection 
of human health, biotechnology and 
increasing the country’s defense 
capabilities. This process is carried 
out with the joint participation of the 
Turkish private sector, higher education 
institutions and the Ministry of Industry 
and Technology. He said and noted that 
nearly 45 scientific works exhibited in 
TEKNOFEST Azerbaijan will be donated 
to ANAS.

ANAS President Prof. Hashimov 
expressing his pleasure to see TÜBA 
President Prof. Dr. Şeker, and said, 
“Friendly and brotherly Republic of 

Türkiye has made great progress in 
new technologies and military industry 
in recent years. We closely follow their 
experiences in Türkiye-made unmanned 
aerial vehicles and other fields in 
many countries of the world and take 
them as an example. We are proud of 
Turkey’s success as a sister country.” 
He emphasized the importance of 
cooperation between ANAS and TÜBA in 
the field of technology.

ANAS Vice Presidents İsa Habibbayli and 
İrada Huseynova, Head of Science Policy 
Department Prof. Dr. Rustam Rustamov 
and Head of European Union Relations 
Department Assoc. Prof. Esmira 
Alirzayeva also took part in the meeting.

President Şeker Visits to the Azerbaijan 
National Academy of Sciences
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The Scientific Committee Meeting 
of the “Local History of the War of 
Independence”, carried out in partnership 
with TÜBA and Fatih Sultan Mehmet 
Waqf University (FSMVÜ), was held at 
TÜBA Rabi Madrasa in Istanbul.

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker 
and Advisor to President Dr. Mürsel 
Doğrul and Project Science Board Member 
Prof. Dr. Azmi Ozcan, Prof. Dr. Suleyman 
Beyoglu, Prof. Dr. Haluk Selvi, Prof. Dr. 
Cezmi Eraslan, Assoc. Prof. Nurten Cetin, 
Assoc. Prof. Mustafa Golec, Dr. İlhami 
Danış and Dr. Zeynep Kevser Şerefoğlu 
attended.

In the meeting, which started with the 
presentation of the Scientific Committee 
on the current situation and activities; 

Within the framework of “the activities 
of the 100th anniversary of the National 
Struggle”; The publication activities and 
calendars carried out within the scope of 
11 volumes of scientific work titled “Local 
History of the Turkish National Struggle” 
were evaluated. In addition, 2022 Spring-
Fall term scientific activities are planned.

II. Workshop of “Local History 
of the War of Independence” 
Project
II. workshop of project titled “Historic 
Writing of the War of Independence: 
Problems and Suggestions” was held. 
The opening of the program was made 

by TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer 
Şeker and Dean of the Faculty of Letters 
of Fatih Sultan Mehmet Waqf University 
Prof. Dr. Zekeriya Kurşun.

Prof. Dr. Azmi Özcan made a 
presentation on “Locality and 
Universality in the Historiography of the 
War of Independence” and Assoc. Prof. 
Mustafa Göleç addresses a presentation 
on “Evaluation of Draft Plans of 
Chronological Monographs”.

Prof. Dr. Suleyman Beyoglu, Prof. Dr. 
Mesut Capa, Prof. Dr. Hamdi Dogan, Prof. 
Dr. Nejla Gunay, Prof. Dr. Nuri Köstüklü, 
Prof. Dr. Hikmet Oksuz, Prof. Dr. Ali 
Satan, Prof. Dr. Haluk Selvi, Prof. Dr. 
Adnan Sofuoglu, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Turan, 
Assoc. Prof. Oktay Bozan, Assoc. Prof. 

Abdurrahman Bozkurt, Assoc. Prof. Ercan 
Celebi, Assoc. Prof. Nurten Cetin, Assoc. 
Prof. V. Türkan Doğruöz, Assoc. Prof. 
Hüseyin Kalemli, Assoc. Prof. Nasrullah 
Expert, Dr. Member Gürbüz Arslan, Dr. 
Suat Ozdag, Assoc. Prof. Mustafa Golec, 
Dr. Zeynep Kavser Şerefoğlu Danış, Dr. 
İlhami Danış and Project Specialist Büşra 
Bulut were among the participants of the 
Workshop.

After the discussion on “The Evaluation, 
Questions and Suggestions of 
Chronological Monograph Authors”, 
Prof. Dr. Cezmi Eraslan made a general 
evaluation of the Workshop.

“Local History of the War of Independence” 
Project Continues

TÜBA Honorary 
Member Prof. 
Sinasi Özsoylu 

Died

TÜBA Honorary Member 
Prof. Dr. Şinasi Özsoylu 
deceased on January 17, 
2022.

Selected as a member of 
TÜBA in 2014, Prof. Dr. Şinasi 
Özsoylu took part in the 
establishment of Hacettepe 
Children’s Hospital (HU). HU 
Retired Lecturer Prof., who 
died at the age of 94. We 
wish Allah’s mercy on Şinasi 
Özsoylu, and patience for 
his family and fans.
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President Şeker at the 75th Anniversary Events of the 
Kazakhstan National Academy of Sciences

Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, TÜBA President 
attended the 75th anniversary events of 
the National Academy of Sciences of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan (NAS RK). TÜBA 
Delegation also attended the scientific 
fair and Industrial Microbiology Research 

Center tour at Satbayev University, the 
first technical university of Kazakhstan, 
before the anniversary celebrations of the 
establishment of the Kazakh Academy of 
Sciences.

On his speech, Prof. Şeker expressed 
his pleasure to be together and 
emphesasis that, “I would like to thank 
NAS RK President Murat Zhurinov for 
giving us this opportunity. Türkiye and 
Kazakhstan share a common culture 
and language and an ancient history. 
This shared civilizational heritage 
enables us to improve our cooperation. 
I particularly attach great importance to 
our cooperation in the field of science. 
The establishment of the Union of 

Turkish World Academies of Sciences is 
one of the most important steps we have 
taken in this regard.” Reminding that 
TÜBA’s International Law and Diplomacy 
Summer School has been suspended for 
two years due to the pandemic, Şeker 
emphasized that they will try to hold the 
Summer School this year.

At the ceremony, Kazakhstan President 
Kasım Cömert Tokayev delivered his 
speeches and Murat Zh. Zhurinov; 
decorate fold medal Prof. Dr. Şeker for 
his valuble contribution. More than 500 
participants took part in the events 
held in Almaty, TÜBA President Advisor 
Assoc. Prof.  Cem Korkut also attended.

“Role of Artificial Intelligence in Energy 
Workshop and Panel” organized by TÜBA 
Energy Working Group and hosted by 
Gaziantep Hasan Kalyoncu University 
(HKU), was held on 3-4 June 2022 at 
Gaziantep HKU Congress and Culture 
Center. The program was also broadcast 
on the TÜBA YouTube channel.

TÜBA Energy Working Group, which aims 
to produce information, develop science 
and technology, assist in policy making, 
draw up road maps and propose solutions 
to problems by working on scientific 
and technological issues that Türkiye 
needs in the field of energy, discussed 
“energy and artificial intelligence” at the 
Workshop. In addition to academics who 
conduct scientific studies on the energy 
applications of artificial intelligence, 
high-level experts from the public and 
private sectors also took part in the event. 
In the workshop, what needs to be done 
in the process of determining Turkey’s 
artificial intelligence policies in terms of 
energy applications and suggestions on 
the subject were evaluated. A workshop 

report will be prepared and presented 
to the public in line with the solutions, 
roadmaps, ideas, and recommendations 
to be put forward by the relevant 
experts in a technological and scientific 
perspective.

Four sessions were held in the workshop 
under the titles of Studies in Public 
Institutions, Fundamentals of Artificial 
Intelligence, Public and Private Sector 
Applications, and Academic and 
Commercial Applications. A total of 18 
presentations were made by scientists 
such as Deep Learning in Artificial 

Intelligence in terms of Energy Markets: 
Mobile Microscopes and Applications. 
After the sessions, TÜBA Full Member 
and TÜBA Energy Working Group Member 
Prof. Dr. Bahri Şahin was held moderated 
a panel titled “Artificial Intelligence in 
Energy: Challenges and Opportunities”.

TÜBA’s Agenda: Artificial Intelligence in Energy
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Dr. Instructor The work titled “Ottoman 

İlmiye Class Dress Norms and Clothes” 

prepared by its member Murat Çelik; It 
was published by TÜBA in 2021 and the 
English translation of the work was made 
available to researchers in June 2022.

While the work proposes a new structuring 
in the history of Turkish education, it also 
brings up the discussion of other issues 
besides the organization and curricula of 
higher education history studies.

It was translated into English by Salim 
Korkmaz with the name “Clothing Norm 
and Attires of the Ottoman İlmiye Class: 
Student, Qadi, Mufti, Müderris, Naqip 
al-Ashraf, Qadiasker, Sheikh al-Islam: 
Classic Period in General Terms”. While 
there are visuals in the work, Turkish and 
European manuscripts; While miniatures 
and other visuals describe the period, 
details are also included.

International Year of Basic Sciences for Sustainable 
Development - IYBSSD2022
The Opening Ceremony of the 
International Year of Basic Sciences for 
Sustainable Development (IYBSSD2022), 
where TÜBA is on the Scientific Advisory 
Board, will be held on July 8 in Paris. 
Within the scope of IYBSSD2022, 
scientific events and celebrations will 
be held for one year focusing on Basic 
Sciences and Sustainable Development.

TÜBA Principal Member and 2015 
International TÜBA Academy Award 
winner Prof. Dr. Niyazi Serdar Sarıçiftçi 
will take part in the session titled “Basic 
Sciences and Sustainable Development 
Goals” moderated by Club of Rome 
President Mamphela Ramphele.

A New Door to Ottoman History: Clothing Norm 
and Attires of the Ottoman İlmiye Class

ERC Support to TÜBA GEBIP Member 
Assoc. Prof. Nizamoğlu
Assoc. Prof. Sedat Nizamoğlu, who is 
TÜBA GEBİP Member and Koç University 
Electrical and Electronics Engineering 
Department was awarded t h e 
European Research 
Council (ERC) 
C o n s o l i d a t o r 
Support with 
“Retina Network 
Optoelectronics”

The total support fund o f 
2 million Euros was given for the 

development of new retinal implants 
within the scope of the project carried out 
by Nizamoğlu. Flexible, biocompatible, 
and reliable implants to be developed by 
Nizamoğlu aim to offer high visual acuity 
and wide field of view against visual 
impairment. Although the methods 
and strategies such as drug injections, 
stem cells, optogenetics, gene therapy 
applied to prevent the degeneration of 
photoreceptors and loss of photoreceptor 
cells, which are the most important causes 
of visual impairment, are promising, they 
unfortunately have important limitations 
at the moment. Other alternative 

approaches developed instead are not 
in production due to various production 
difficulties and quality constraints. 
Therefore, there is an urgent need for 
photodiode-based retinal implants for 
large-area and high-resolution retinal 
implants that can operate at the same 
time with high efficiency, are flexible, 
and can be fabricated using a solution-
based fabrication technique. Sedat 
Nizamoğlu and his team will combine 
nanomaterials and unconventional 
electronic approaches to develop new 
retinal implants, which they call “retinal 
network optoelectronics”.
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The ERC Support for the TÜBA Young 
Academy Member Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Mustafa Yücel’s Project

The European 
Research Council 

has granted 
funding to the 
DeepTrace project 

( C o n s o l i d a t o r 
Grant - ERC) of 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa 
Yücel, faculty member at the Institute 
of Marine Sciences at METU and a TUBA 
Young Academy member.
ERC Consolidator project DeepTrace 
aims at tracing nanoparticle-fuelled co-
mobilization of catalyst metals across 
Earth’s deep-sea redox interfaces to 
pave the way for habitability detection in 
Ocean Worlds. DeepTrace project will be 
implemented in the next 5 years under 
the direction of Dr Yücel,  It will advance 
a ground-breaking understanding of how 
the life-supporting metals cycle across 
Earth’s deep-sea ecosystems such as 
the Black Sea and hydrothermal vents, 
developing the application of metal 
nanoparticles as tracers of planetary 
redox habitability and bridging the study 
of Earth’s Oceans with the Ocean Worlds 
of the Solar system.  

Redox metals such as Fe, Mo, V, Ni, Cu and 
Mn, supplied from deep-sea interfaces, 
played a pivotal role in the coupled 
evolution of Earth’s biogeochemical 
cycles and life. Accordingly, future 
search for life in Ocean Worlds of the 
Solar System will greatly benefit from 
going beyond parameters such as water 
and organics and being able to detect 
signs of subsurface metal catalysis. 
As fundamental metabolism requires 
metal clusters and nanoparticles; their 
formation, detection and link to Earth’s 
Ocean biogeochemical structure can pave 
the way for inference of metal catalysis 
from plume ejecta compositions of Ocean 
Worlds such as Europa and Enceladus. 
DeepTrace will advance a ground-breaking 
mechanistic, analytical, and predictive 
framework on the nanoparticle-fueled 
co-mobilization of catalyst metals across 
Earth’s marine redox interfaces.  The key 

idea is to establish the concept of sub-
ocean metal redox catalysis underpinning 
the ecosystem evolution of Earth’s 
oceans and use it to explore habitability 
of Ocean Worlds.  DeepTrace team will 
conduct multidisciplinary sea expeditions 
to unravel how the six redox metals co-
mobilize by studying Earth analogues 
such as deep-sea hydrothermal vents 
and suboxic/anoxic seas. Integrating 
state-of-the-art methods with emerging 
innovative approaches such as time-of-
flight single-particle-inductively coupled 
plasma mass spectrometry, Yücel and 
his team will advance the multi-element 
detection of nanoparticles. Finally, to 
build a predictive framework that will 
enable the estimation of nanoparticle 
fluxes from deep-sea boundaries and 
inferring the metabolic potential of 
Ocean Worlds, novel biogeochemical 
models will be developed.

TÜBA-GEBİP Member Prof. Yetilmezsoy 
Elected to the Editorial Board of GJESM 
Magazine
TÜBA-GEBİP Member and Yıldız Technical 
University, Environmental Engineering 

Department Faculty 
Member Prof. Dr. 

Kaan Yetilmezsoy 
was elected to the 
Editorial Board 
( h t t p s : / / w w w .

gjesm.net/journal/
editorial.board) of the 

“Global Journal of Environmental Science 
and Management (GJESM)”.

TÜBA GEBIP Member Prof. Figen 
Elected to EU Working Group
Yıldız Technical University (YTÜ) 
Chemistry-Metallurgy Faculty Member 
and TÜBA Young 
Academy Member 
Prof. Dr. Aysel 
Kantürk Figen 
was elected to 
the European 
Union COST Action 
CA19118 Working 
Group. prof. Dr. Aysel 
Kantürk Figen will continue her studies 
as a member/researcher in Working 
Group until 2024.

TÜBA Members in the World Ranking
TÜBA Members in the World Ranking 
TÜBA Members were among 
the “Top 1000 Scientists” 
selected in research.com’s study. 
In the scope of the research: Prof. Dr. 
Arif Hepbasli; 147th in Engineering and 
Technology, Prof. Dr. Ziya Öniş; 187th 
in Law and Political Science, Prof. Dr. 
Mustafa Soylak; 238 in chemistry, Prof. Dr. 
Hilmi Volkan Demir; 323rd in Electrical and 
Electronics Engineering,  Prof. Dr. İlhami 
Gülçin ranked 328th in chemistry and 
976th in biology and biochemistry, Prof. 
Dr. Ekrem Tatoğlu 517th in Business and 
Management, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Tüzen 
646th in Chemistry, Prof. Dr. Aral I. Okay 
is 948th in Earth Sciences was ranked. 

The study identifies leading scientists 
based on the H-index collected by 
Microsoft Academic. The results are 
demonstrated by rigorous studies on the 
Google Scholar and Microsoft Scholar 
Graph of 166,880 scientists. Research 
Presents academics, entrepreneurs, 
decision makers and the entire scientific 
community around the world who are the 
leading experts in specific research fields.
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International TÜBA Young Academy 
Member Assoc. Prof. Candan Becomes 
the First Turkish Scientist Elected to 
the “Forests” Editorial Board
Biomaterials and Nanotechnology 
Research Group | NanoTeam Founder, 
Istanbul University 
Faculty of Forestry 
Department of 
Forestry Industrial 
E n g i n e e r i n g 
Faculty Member, 
and TÜBA Young 
Academy Member 
Assoc. Prof. Zeki 
Candan was elected to the Editorial 
Board of “Forests” Journal.

International Success from TÜBA GEBIP 
Member Assoc. Prof. Şeker
Bilkent University, Institute of Materials 
Science and Nanotechnology Faculty 
Member and TÜBA Young Academy 

Member Assoc. Prof. 
Urartu Özgür Şafak 

Şeker’s research 
was found worthy 
of publication 
in the leading 
international ACS 

Infectious Diseases. 
The preclinical 

study that Assoc. Prof. Şeker 
is working on for Sar-CoV-2 blocking 
prophylactic use will be given from the 
front cover of ACS Infectious Diseases. 

2247-A National Leading Researchers 
Program Support to TÜBA and TÜBA-
GEBİP Members
Among the 113 scientists who were 
evaluated for the 2021 call of the TÜBİTAK 
2247-A National Leading Researchers 
Program, 17 of the 31 scientists supported 
were TÜBA and TÜBA-GEBİP Member 
scientists.

TÜBA Council Members Prof. Dr. Kadriye 
Arzum Erdem Gürsan, Prof. Dr. Kazım 
Şahin, TÜBA Principal Members Prof. Dr. 
Hilmi Volkan Demir and Prof. Dr. Mustafa 
Soylak, TÜBA Associate Member Assoc. 
Dr. Önder Metin, TÜBA GEBIP Members; 
Prof. Dr. Sinem Celeri, Prof. Dr. Tevfik 
Tamer Onder, Prof. Dr. Hakan Usta, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ertugrul Basar, Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Emrullah Görkem Günbaş, Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Mert Gur, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sinan 
Guven, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sedat Nizamoglu, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. İsmail Öçsoy, Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Nurcan Tuncbag, Assoc. Prof. 

Dr. Duygu Sağ Wingender, Assit. Prof. 
Dr. Member Korhan Özkan was entitled 
to receive support within the scope of 
“2247-A National Leading Researchers 
Program”.

With the 2247-A National Leading 
Researchers Program; a support is given 
to projects that have the potential to 
make breakthroughs in every field of 
science and technology for our country, 
to address important gaps in their field 
and to provide researchers with a new 
perspective, and to the scientists who 
will realize these projects.

 TÜBA Full Member Prof. Gürsan Elected 
to AASSA – WISE Committee for the 
Third Time
Prof. Dr. Arzum Erdem Gürsan was 
nominated by TÜBA; Re-elected as a 
member of the Association of Academies 
and Societies of Sciences in Asia-AASSA 
“Women in Science and Engineering-
WISE” Committee for the 2021-2023 
term.
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