TRACES OF MEVLID
IN TURKISH NOVEL
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Ozet

Peygamberimiz Hazret-1 Muhammed’in dogumunu ifade etmek i¢in kullanilan
“Mevlid”, zamanla ona olan sevgiyl anlatan siirleri ve bu baglamda yapilan
torenleri kargilayan bir kavrama donigtir. Tum dinya Muslumanlar: arasinda
oldugu gibi Tirkler arasinda da Peygamberimize olan muhabbetin bir niga-
nesi olarak “Mevlid” siirleri kutsal bir anlama burtintr. Bu nedenledir ki Tirk
kiltirinde sadece Hazret1 Muhammed’in dogumuyla ilgili degil; digin,
6lim, dogum, sehadet ve kandil térenlerinde de “Mevlid” okunmaya devam
edegelmektedir. Romanin hayatin bir yansimasi oldugu hatirlandiginda birgok
romanda “mevlid” kavramina yer verildigini gérmekteyiz. Bircok romanda
mevlid okuyanlar, idealize karakterler olarak anlatilmaktadir. Bazi romanlarda
ise mevlid, para ve sayginlik kazanma yolu olarak iglenir. Bazi romanlarda ise
“mevlid”in politik ¢ikarlar i¢in kullanilan bir argiiman oldugu gorilmektedir.
Romancilarimiz “mevlid”den ziyade mevlid térenlerini islemeyi tercih eder.
Romanlarda Mevlid okunduktan sonra seker ve lokum dagitma geleneginin de
anlatildigina sahit oluruz. Duzenlenen bazi mevlid térenlerinin toplumlarda
statli ve siif olgusuyla paralel iglendigi de g6zden kagmaz. Bu ¢alismada Tirk

romanmda “Mevlid” olgusunun nasil ele alindigi analiz edilecektir.
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Abstract

“Mevlid”, which is used to express the birth of our Prophet Muhammad, turns
into a concept that corresponds to the poems describing the love for him and
the ceremonies held in this context. “Mevlid” poems take on a sacred meaning
as a sign of the love for our Prophet among Turks, as well as among Muslims
all over the world. For this reason, it is not only about the birth of the Prophet
Muhammad in Turkish culture; “Mevlid” continues to be read in wedding,
death, birth, martyrdom and oil lamp ceremonies. When we remember that
the novel is a reflection of life, we see that the concept of “mevlid” is included
in many novels. In many novels, those who read mevlids are described as ide-
alized characters. In some novels, mevlid is treated as a way of gaining money
and prestige. In some novels, it is seen that “mevlid” is an argument used for
political interests. Our novelists prefer to treat mevlid ceremonies rather than
“mevlid”. In the novels, we witness the tradition of distributing candy and
Turkish delight after the Mevlid is read. It should not be overlooked that some
mevlid ceremonies are handled in parallel with the status and class phenom-
enon 1in societies. In this study, it will be analyzed how the phenomenon of
“Mevlid” 1s handled in the Turkish novel.
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